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 Tips for Raising Your ACT English Score
     
 1.  Learn to practice eff ectively by reading and following the advice on the page 6.
      
 2.  Don't skim the passage.  Read the passage, using active reading techniques.  

 3.  Attack the questions in the best possible order to maximize your score. Before you 
       begin each problem, consider the scope of the question before you try to answer it. 
       Does the question require you to consider more than a single sentence?  If it deals 
       with the entire passage, then you probably want to skip this question and come 
       back once you've answered all the quicker, easier questions!

 4.  When you spot an error in an underlined section of the passage, solve the error in 
       your head BEFORE you even look at the answer choices.  Remember, all but one of
       the answer choices are wrong, and they're designed to confuse you! Do your best
       best to solve the problem in your head before you look at the answers.

 5.  Manage your time.  You've only got 45 minutes to answer 75 questions. That means
       that you've only got 36 seconds per question.  That may not sound like much time,
       but it's actually more than you'll need for 75% of the questions, which is good
       because you need to "bank time" on those easy questions, so you'll have enough
       time to knock out the diffi  cult ones. 

 6.  Keeping your momentum is an important part of a good approach to the ACT 
      English section.  This is true for a couple of reasons.  Obviously, you need to move 
      quickly in order to fi nish the test, but when you get stuck on a hard problem, you're 
      actually better off  returning to that problem later with fresh eyes.     

 7.  When you're working on a diffi  cult problem and you're unable to come up with a
      good answer in your head, then it can be useful to check the answer choices for 
      clues as to what's being tested on that problem.  For example, if answer choices 
      use plural verbs and some use singular verbs, then that's big hint that the problem 
      deals with subject verb agreement.    

 8.  Don't be afraid to choose NO CHANGE.  If you've read a problem a few times and 
       you can't see any way to improve the underlined text, then go ahead and choose 
       NO CHANGE. It's often the correct answer.

 9.  Never leave a question blank!  There's no penalty for guesses or wrong answers, so 
      make sure you've bubbled in an answer on every problem before time expires.
 

Tips for Raising Your ACT English ScoreTips for Raising Your ACT English Score
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Process of Elimination for ACT English 
 

 Eliminate any answer choice that:     

      is grammatically incorrect

      fails to communicate an idea clearly

      includes unnecessary punctuation

      includes unnecessary words or phrases

       provides information that's irrelevant to the passage

 
 Do not eliminate an answer choice that:    

      is grammatically correct

      communicates an idea clearly

      includes NO unnecessary punctuation

      includes NO unnecessary words or phrases

      provides only information that's relevant to the passage

 A Right Answer Must Pass Three Tests:     

 1.  Listen to your answer.  The simplest sounding answer is often correct, but not if 
       that simplicity comes at the expense of clarity. Listening to an answer is a great 
       way to identify sentence fragments and adjective/adverb switches.

 2.  Look at your answer. Your ears can fool you, especially on questions involving 
       homophones (e.g. they're, their, and there), so be sure to use your eyes to spot 
       grammatical mistakes that you can't hear. Remember the grammar rules in this  
       book.  

 
 3.  Consider your answer. If it sounds good and looks good, then it may be the 
       right answer, but just to be sure, take a moment to think about your answer. Check 
       your answer to make sure it actually makes sense. Consider the commonly 
       occurring errors in this section like subject verb agreement, unnecessary 
       punctuation, and idiom errors.  

 Eliminate any answer choice that:     
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15 Essential Grammar Concepts  
 1.  Mark Up the Question     

 Always underline the words NOT, LEAST, and EXCEPT in the question.

 2.  Basic Punctuation  

  Period   =   Semicolon   =   Comma   +   Conjunction (FANBOYS or Subordinate)

 3.  Subject Verb Agreement     

 Use the verb to fi nd the subject by asking "Who or what performed this action?"
 Then check for agreement in number. Singular verbs end in -s and must pair with 
 singular subjects. Plural verbs do not end in -s and must pair with plural subjects.

  George runs.  Michael runs.  The two boys run.      

 

 4.  Separating Non-essential Clauses   

 A non-essential clause is just extra information that the rest of the sentence
 does not depend upon. For the purposes of separating a non-essential clause 
 from the rest of the sentence, remember:

  Colon   +   Non-Essential Clause

  Dash   +   Non-Essential Clause 

  Comma   +   Non-Essential Clause   +   Comma

  Dash   +   Non-Essential Clause   +   Dash

 5.  Non-essential Lists or Explanations at the end of sentences  

  Complete sentence   +   Colon   +   List of items
  Complete sentence   +   Colon   +   Extra information

 6.  -ING Words (Gerunds)    

 -ing words are NEVER verbs. They cannot be the action word in a sentence. 

 -ing words (especially having or being) usually result in wordy sentences.

 7.  Homophones and Apostrophes   

 Its = Possessive form of it  It's = It is  

 Their = Possessive form of they They're = They are     There = a location        



Rev 9/15 13

 8.  Prepositions    

 Prepositions establish a spatial, temporal, or logical relationship between 
 two nouns in a sentence.  Memorize the "Plane Test" and how to use it. Any 
 word that can logically be used to complete the following sentence is almost 
 certainly a preposition.  
 
  The plane fl ew __________ the clouds.   
 
 9.  Unnecessary Commas   

 Avoid answer choices with a comma before he, she, they, or it.  Also avoid 
 answer choices with a comma immediately before or after a preposition or the 
 word that.  
 

 10.  Pronoun Switches     

 If you start a sentence with "one" then don't switch to "you" or "a person." 

 11.  Pronouns for People/Things/Places/Times     

 who = people     which = things     where = places     when = times 

 12.  Subjective & Objective Cases     

 Use who before the verb.  Use whom after a preposition. 

  Who won the tournament?  They gave the trophy to whom?

 13.  Parallelism in Lists and Word Pairs     

 All items in a list must match.  (verb, verb, verb or noun, noun, noun)
 Some word pairs require parallel construction (e.g. not only this but also that)

  I ate a lasagne, danced a jig, and watched a movie.

  I love eating lasagne, dancing jigs, and watching movies.
  

 14.  Comparisons 

  Nate is tall (1).  Jim is taller than Nate (2).  I am the tallest in the group (3+).  

 15.  Could Have / Would Have / Should Have 

 Never use "of" in place of "have" in any of the above constructions.

  Incorrect:  I could of won it all! 

  Correct: I could have won it all!

  Incorrect:  
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USE THE ANSWER CHOICES AS CLUES!

ACT English questions would be a lot easier if each problem told you exactly which concept 
that problem tests.  Wouldn't that be great? Well you're in luck, my friend!

Begin by reading the text to see if you can spot the error on your own.  There's no need to panic 
if you can't.  It's not a big deal.  This happens to everyone.  But, unlike everyone else, you've got 
a sweet strategy to employ when you get stumped.  You can use the answer choices to fi gure 
out what the question is testing.  

Direct your attention to the answer choices.  You'll probably see something like this: 

 A.  NO CHANGE
 B.  has done
 C.  did
 D.  does

What do you notice about the answer choices? If the verb tense is diff erent in three of the 
answers, then you're almost certainly being tested on your ability to spot a tense error.  Cool, 
huh?  Let's check out another one.

 F.  NO CHANGE
 G.  was done
 H.  were done
 J.  is done

This time, you'll see plural and singular verbs.  That should tell you that you're being tested on 
your ability to spot subject verb agreement.  Makes the problem a lot easier, huh?  Last one.

 A.  NO CHANGE
 B.  however,
 C.  on the contrary,
 D.  therefore,

Looks like we've been given a bunch of conjunctions.  Because conjunctions are used to 
connect ideas in a logical manner, we need to fi gure out how the ideas being connected are 
logically related. Then, our answer should be obvious. Also, notice that answers B and C can be 
eliminated because they're interchangeable. They can't both be right, so they must both be 
wrong.

USE THE ANSWER CHOICES AS CLUES!



Rev 9/15 15

En
gl

is
h 

U
ni

t #
1

G
ra

m
m

ar
 &

 P
un

ct
ua

tio
n

1 16

25

21

Parts of Speech

Adjectives vs. Adverbs

Possessive, Plural, and 
Contraction

30

1 2

33

Homework Drills:



18

Parts of Speech Review 
1.  Verbs     

Verbs indicate actions or states of being. 

 to enchant to dominate to impress to champion to revile
 to be  to coin  to listen to provide to insist
 to cheer to purchase  to seem to appear to collapse

 to eat  to sit  to invite to jog  to repair

The examples above are all in the infi nitive form (to + verb), but we must conjugate a 
verb to indicate who or what is performing the action. The noun that's doing or being 
something is the subject of the verb. The tense of the verb tells us when the action 
occurred.  Below, we've conjugated the regular verb to vote.

Conjugating regular verbs is easy:

 Present:   I vote today.
 Present Perfect:  I have voted eleven times since this morning. 
 Simple Past:  I voted yesterday by mail.
 Past Perfect:  I had voted before the fi nal debate. 

 Conditional:  I would vote for you if you were on the ballot.
 Past Conditional: I would have voted for you if I had found the polling place. 
 Future:  I will vote tomorrow, and it will make a diff erence.
 Future Perfect: I will have voted twenty times before the winner is announced.
 
Because irregular verbs are a bit trickier, they tend to show up on the ACT quite a bit.  
Two in particular, to be and to have, are tested all the time.  Check it out.

   
              to be             to have
 Singular  Plural   Singular  Plural
 I am   We are   I have   We have
 You are  You (pl.) are  You have  You (pl.) have
 He, She, It, One is They are  He, She, It, One has They have 

The number of a verb tells us whether it is singular or plural.  That's important to know, 
so you can check for subject verb agreement on ACT problems.

 Singular: I, you, he, she, it, one   
 
 Plural:  We, you, they   

 to enchant to dominate to impress to champion to revile
 to be  to coin  to listen to provide to insist
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2.  Nouns 
Nouns indicate people, places, objects, and ideas, and can always be preceded by 
the articles a(n) or the. Proper nouns refer to specifi c people and places.  

 research, dinosaurs, cheesecake, confl ict, Martin Van Buren, Uzbekistan

 Research indicates that dinosaurs rarely ate cheesecake. 
 Due to a scheduling confl ict, Martin Van Buren was unable to visit Uzbekistan.   

3.  Pronouns 
Pronouns take the place of nouns to make writing sound less tedious.  

 1st Person Singular  =    I   1st Person Plural       =      we
 2nd Person Singular =    you  2nd Person Plural     =      you
 3rd Person Singular     =    he, she, it, one 3rd Person Plural      =      they

 Dave went to Dave's local market to buy Dave a box of Dave's favorite cereal.     
 Dave went to his local market to buy himself a box of his favorite cereal.

 Arthur is a big fan horror movies. He watches them every night.  

4.  Adjectives 
Adjectives modify nouns and pronouns.

 disappointed, huge, green, new, heavy, fi rst, foolish   
 
 Lisa felt disappointed to see a huge, green stain on her new sofa.
 Heavy losses on the fi rst day led the knights to question their foolish king.
 

5.  Adverbs 
Adverbs modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.  They often end with -ly.   

 hungrily, loudly, triumphantly, abruptly, politely, well   
 
 Michelle ate hungrily, belched loudly, and smiled triumphantly.
 Brad abruptly fl agged down a waiter and politely asked for the check.
 The date did not go well.

 research, dinosaurs, cheesecake, confl ict, Martin Van Buren, Uzbekistan

 disappointed, huge, green, new, heavy, fi rst, foolish   

 hungrily, loudly, triumphantly, abruptly, politely, well   

 1st Person Singular  =    I   1st Person Plural       =      we
 2nd Person Singular =    you  2nd Person Plural     =      you



20

 
6.  Prepositions 

Prepositions indicate spatial, temporal, or logical relationships between words in a 
sentence. Most often prepositions tell the reader where two nouns are located relative 
to one another. Sometimes, prepositions tell the reader when one event occurred 
relative to another event. Occasionally, prepositions tell the reader why events took 
place.

 
 despite, into, toward, on, near, while, in

 Despite the warning, the plane fl ew into the clouds toward the rainbow.
 The book sat on the shelf near the fi replace while the phone rang in the kitchen.

 
7.  Conjunctions 

Conjunctions indicate relationships between words, phrases, and clauses.  

 for, and, but, or, yet, so, although, when, because, since

 I'm very hungry, but I'm nowhere near hungry enough to eat caulifl ower.
 I've never eaten caulifl ower, and I see no reason to start now.
 Although I'm not actually allergic to it, I just tell everyone that I am.

 despite, into, toward, on, near, while, in

 for, and, but, or, yet, so, although, when, because, since
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Possessive, Plural,
and Contraction
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        POSSESSIVE, PLURAL, AND 
       CONTRACTION WITH A VERB

This error occurs whenever a possessive is used 
in place of a plural noun or vice versa. 

A variation on this error occurs when a 
contraction with a verb is used in place of 
either a plural noun or a possessive.

      HOW TO CREATE PLURAL NOUNS AND POSSESSIVE NOUNS

 To form a plural of a noun, add -s (or -es if the singular noun ends in -s).

  The views are breathtaking. (more than one view)

  The mob bosses met to discuss which candidate to endorse. (more than one mob boss) 

 DO NOT attempt to create a plural noun by adding an apostrophe.  It won't work!

  The view's are breathtaking. (incorrect)

  The mob boss's met to discuss which candidate to endorse. (incorrect)

  

 To form the possessive of a singular noun, add -'s (even if the singular noun ends in -s.)

  The doctor's stethoscope is missing.

  The hippopotamus's birthday party begins at 4:00.  

 To form the possessive of a plural noun, add -s' (or -es' if the singular version ends in -s.) 

  
 Many of the mothers' recommendations to the city council were ignored.

  The family of walruses' trip to Alaska got off  to a strange start.

  The 

  The 

  The 

  
 Many of the 

    PRONOUNS: POSSESSIVE, PLURAL, 
    AND CONTRACTION WITH A VERB

These concepts are tested very frequently on the ACT, so 
make sure you show up prepared to  correct this type of 
error.

Seriously, you should expect to see two - or even three - of 
these on your ACT test, so put in the time!

        POSSESSIVE, PLURAL, AND 
       CONTRACTION WITH A VERB

    PRONOUNS: POSSESSIVE, PLURAL, 
    AND CONTRACTION WITH A VERB

      HOW TO CREATE PLURAL NOUNS AND POSSESSIVE NOUNS      HOW TO CREATE PLURAL NOUNS AND POSSESSIVE NOUNS
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 ITS VS IT'S   
 Its = possessive of it
 Have you seen the size of its tentacles?!

 It's = it is
 It's the most wonderful time of the year. 

 Its' =  not a word (The plural of its is their).   
 Don't say its' when you mean to say their.  

      
 THERE VS THEIR VS THEY'RE
 There = a place.

 Nashville is nice, but I've never been there.

 Their = possessive of they.
 The bandits forgot to wear their masks. 

 They're = they are
 Try the steak and potatoes; they're delicious.

 

       WHOSE VS WHO'S
 Whose = the possessive of who.

 Whose running shoes are these?

 
 Who's = who is.
 Who's responsible for this disaster? 

 ITS 

 Have you seen the size of 

 ITS 

 Have you seen the size of 
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Possessive, Plural,
and Contraction
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Time Management is Key.
 
 1.  Knock out the easy problems fi rst.  Skip diffi  cult problems and come 
       back to them later.
 

 2.  On Easy Problems - Bank Time
 

 3.  On Diffi  cult Problems - Spend Time 

 4.  On Process of Elimination Problems - Start with the LAST answer   
       choice (E or K).

 5.  The 10-Second Rule - If you arrive at an answer for a diffi  cult problem 
       in only 10 seconds, it's probably wrong!

 

   Short on Time?
 
 1.  NEVER leave a question blank!
 
 
 2.  Use a Ballpark Estimate to Identify and Eliminate Wrong Answers.

 3.  Use Process of Elimination to Make an Educated guess.
 

 4.  Guessing Blindly to fi nish a section?  Pick ONE letter and stick with it.   
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Figure It Out.
 
1.  Label the fi gures that you're given.
 

2.  No fi gure?  Then Draw your own.

Rev 9/15 165

   Memorize these Common Values
 

 1
10

 = 0.10 = 10%     1
  2

 = 0.50 = 50%

 1
  5

 = 0.20 = 20%     2
  3

 = 0.66 = 66 2
  3 % 

 1
  4

 = 0.25 = 25%     3
  4

 = 0.75 = 75%

 1
  3

 = 0.33 = 33 1
  3

%     1
  1

 = 1.00 = 100%

   

The dimensions of a steel shipping container measure 
12ft x 12ft x 20ft. The two sides with the least surface 
area are to be painted blue. If one gallon of paint covers 
80 square feet, then how many gallons of paint will be 
required to complete the job?

F. 3
G. 3.2
H. 3.6
J. 4.2
K. 6

What is the perimeter of the fi gure below if A and D are 
right angles? 

A. 28

B. 34

C.  36

D. 41

E.  42

A B

CD
14

10

6
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Ten ACT Math Skills to Master
 
 1.  Translating - turning a word problem into an algebraic expression.

 2.  Using known quantities (area, lengths, angles, etc) to fi nd 
       unknown quantities.   

 3.  Recognizing the Classic Expressions when they're disguised in 
       ACT problems.   

4.  Working with Averages and the Average Formula.   

 5.  Working with Inequalities.   

 6.  Using the Distance/Work Formula.   

 7.  Recognizing the diff erent types of triangles in ACT problems.   

 8.  Using specifi c numerical examples to prove/disprove your guess.   

 9.  Avoiding tedious calculations.   

 10.  Avoiding Trap answers by applying the 10-Second Rule.   

 The Vocabulary of ACT Math
 
If any of these words aren't immediately familiar to you, be sure to check out 
the Math Vocabulary List on Page 416 of this book.  You'll be glad you did!   
 

Equilateral Mode Diff erence Denominator

Sector Vertices Inscribed

Hexagon Radii Integer Imaginary
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ACT Math Mistakes to Avoid
 
 1.  Misreading part of the problem

 2.  Miscalculating while trying to "do it in your head"   

 3.  Failing to write out the problem   

 4.  Punching the wrong buttons on your calculator   

5.  Attempting to perform too many steps at once   

 6.  Stopping after one or two steps on a medium or hard 
                     problem when the answer requires three or four steps

7.  Solving for the wrong variable or expression   

 8.  Trusting a misleading diagram or chart

 9.  Messing up the PEMDAS order of operations

 10.  Spending time on a diffi  cult problem before you've 
          completed all the easier problems.

Rev 9/15

          completed all the easier problems.

There's Only One "Silly Mistake"
Do not dismiss a mistake as "silly" and then quickly move on without taking 
a moment to appreciate the lesson of that error. Instead, take a moment to 
analyze the mistake, ask yourself how it occurred, and consider what may be 
done to prevent it from happening again. 

If you're serious about increasing your ACT score, then take a moment to 
commit yourself to the process.  You're going to miss some problems.  That's 
life.  How you react to learning that you've missed a problem will defi ne the 
limits of your potential improvement. 

Don't rush the process. Analyzing errors is a BIG part of making sure they don't 
occur again on test day! 

          completed all the easier problems.

There's Only One "Silly Mistake"
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• Use this strategy on problems that have variables in the answer choices or 
when a problem says "in terms of x..."  

 
• Picking your own numbers works really well on algebra problems.

• Choose small numbers that are easy to work with like 2, 3, 4, or 10.  The best 
number to choose depends on the problem.   

• Avoid 1 and 0 because they can give weird results.

• If you need to choose numbers for more than one variable, choose diff erent 
numbers to avoid coincidences that can disguise the correct answer.

• Work the steps of the problem until you get to the desired answer. Then go to
the answer choices to fi nd the one that gives you the desired answer. If 
multiple answers work, then try diff erent numbers until one answer choice is 
left.

• If a number you chose leads to ugly results - fractions, decimals, or anything 
complicated - don't be afraid to start over and plug in a better number. 

1.

Consider using this 

strategy whenever 

you see variables in 

the answer choices.

Pick Your Own Numbers

Pick Your Own Numbers
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1.

2.

3.

4.

Rev 9/15

What do all these questions have in common?
______________________________________________________________________________
How do you approach these questions?
______________________________________________________________________________

Pick Your Own Numbers
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'Must be' Questions
These questions also have variables in the answer choices. However, for these questions you 
will typically need to pick multiple numbers to get to the correct answer; keep plugging in 
answer choices until you've eliminated all but the last remaining choice.

5.

6.

7.

8.
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Picking your own numbers works well on algebra problems, but is also very eff ective on
other types of problems : geometry, arithmetic etc.

Geometry problems with variables are great for picking your own number, but the numbers 
you pick must comply with the conditions stated in the problem as well as the rules of 
geometry.

9.

10.
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Picking your own numbers also works for arithmetic problems: more specifi cally, questions 
with percents and fractions in the answer choices. Choose 100 for percent problems because it 
can eliminated unnecessary steps and save you time.  

11.

12.

13.

Notice that there are actually no variables in the answer choices above, but we were 
still able to pick our own numbers. Remember to look for percents and fractions in the 
answer choices. These are good indicators that you can pick your own number.
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Reading
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Format and Diffi  culty of the ACT Reading Test:

• The ACT Reading Section consists of 4 reading passages, followed by 10 questions each.

• The questions in this section are not organized according to diffi  culty.

• You are allowed 35 minutes to work on this section. 

READING PASSAGES:

Passages genera
lly consist of 

approximately 90 lines of text 

on topics ranging from
 prose 

fi ction and humanities to the s
ocial 

sciences and natural 
sciences.

READING QUESTIONS: 

Each ACT Passage is follow
ed by 10 

questions. Some of these que
stions 

ask you about info
rmation directly 

stated in the pa
ssage. Others ask 

you to draw conclusions based o
n 

that information. Some of these 

questions (Global Questions) focus on 

the passage as
 a whole, while others 

(Local Questions) focus on only a 

small part of the 
passage.  

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

Q: Q:

Q:Q:

Q:

 Reading

Passage

       
 

Reading Introduction
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What to Look for as You Read Passages: 
HUMANITIES 

These passages often 
analyze ideas or works of 
art. It's worth noting that 
some humanities passages 
are taken from personal 
memoirs. As a result, they 
can sound a bit like prose 
fi ction. In Humanities 
passages, however, the 
characters are historical 
fi gures or contemporary 
people - people who 
actually lived! 

As you read, focus on the 
relationships between 
ideas, events, and people. 

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

These passages typically 
present information that has 
been gathered by research.  
A passage may be about 
the rise of a civilization 
or movement within a 
civilization. You'll probably 
see a few names and dates. 
Often a passage will explore 
more than one point of view.  
Make sure you understand 
who did, said, or supported 
what.  

As you read, be on the 
lookout for cause and 
eff ect relationships, 
comparisons, and 
sequences of events.  

NATURAL SCIENCES 

These passages typically 
present a scientifi c topic 
and then explore its 
signifi cance. The author is 
typically concerned with 
the relationships between 
natural phenomena, not the 
relationships between people 
or who said what about 
whom. Approach these much 
the same way you approach a 
Social Studies passage.  

As you read, watch out 
for cause and eff ect 
relationships, comparisons, 
and sequences of events. 
Take note of any laws, 
rules, or theories you see 
mentioned.  
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DON’T FREAK OUT. . .

You don’t need to be an expert on 

any of these topics. On test day, 

you just need to become an expert 

on the passage itself. No outside 

knowledge required!

If an author makes an argument, 

expect a few questions about the 

development of that argument. 

Authors of fi ction tend to 

care more about feelings and 

descriptions of events, so pay 

close attention to tone and style 

when you read fi ction.  

PROSE FICTION 

These passages typically deal 
with narration of events and 
the revelation of character. 
In other words, these are 
passages that require you to 
ask yourself, 'What happened, 
to whom, and how does 
everyone involved feel about 
the events in the passage?'

As you read, focus on 
the plot, characters, and 
mood of the passage. 
Pay close attention to the 
characters' feelings about 
the events and one another. 
Remember that feelings are 
usually implied.



430

 Raise Your Score In Your Spare Time
     
 1.  Read every single day.  Don't go to bed at night without reading at least one 
       op-ed article from a newspaper or magazine, such as TIME, The Scientifi c American, 
       The New Yorker, or Smithsonian.    
 
 2.  Read at least two full articles per week.  Start with articles on topics you enjoy 
       like sports, fashion, video games, travel, etc.  It doesn't matter what it's about 
       as long as it's well written and you're into the subject matter.     
 
 3.  Read at least two full articles per week that examine subjects that you have 
       absolutely no interest in reading about. This is your opportunity to practice 
       remaining focused even when you're bored out of your mind.  
 
 4.  Always be reading a book for pleasure.  Biographies are great. The Classics are 
       very good. Nonfi ction is good. Paranormal teen romance novels are... technically 
       allowed. 

 5.  Whatever you're reading, practice like it's game day.  In other words, make sure
       that you're reading actively and asking yourself questions about the main idea, 
       tone, and relationships between characters/events/ideas.

 6.  As you read, practice visualizing the characters and events in the story.  

 Raise Your Score In Your Spare Time
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Reading Unit #1
Homework Drill #2
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DETAIL QUESTION

In the passage, the author answers all of the 
following questions EXCEPT:

One form of violence that the author condemns is 
violence against:  

  1.

  2.

Which type of clouds does the author report seeing 
near the summit of the mountain?

According to the author, town hall meetings are best 
described as:  

  3.

  4.

UNDERLINE THE WORD OR PHRASE THAT INDICATES 
YOU’RE DEALING WITH A DETAIL QUESTION.

SPECIAL APPROACH FOR DETAIL QUESTIONS:

Remember that Detail Questions ask you to choose the answer that most accurately 
restates information from the passage.  There is no need to make an inference or read 
between the lines on a Paraphrase Question.  Research your answer by rereading the part 
of the passage that the question directs you to consider.  

Eliminate incorrect answer choices using Process of Elimination. 

Choose the best remaining answer choice.

  1.

  2.

  3.

 
Beware of answer choices that directly quote the passage - they’re usually "Seems Familiar" 
Trap answers!  

Also watch out for answer choices that rely on statements or opinions made by people other 
than the author - like a critic or an expert.  

Correct answers often use more abstract phrasing than the passage.  

KEY CHARACTERISTIC:
ASKS YOU TO PARAPHRASE A 
STATEMENT, AN ARGUMENT, 
OR OTHER INFORMATION THAT 
IS DIRECTLY STATED BY THE 
AUTHOR WITHIN THE PASSAGE

According to the author’s statements in the third 
paragraph, Chandler was most dominant in which 
type of event? 

(A) throwing events
(B) endurance events
(C) relay events
(D) javelin 

TIPS:
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The author mentions Ambrose Bierce in line 63 
primarily in order to 

(A) give an example of a superb humorist
(B) give the impression that he is well-read
(C) caution the reader against imitating great 

authors
(D) recommend that young authors read his 
 work

AUTHOR’S VOICE OR METHOD QUESTION

Which of the following describes the way in which 
the fi fth paragraph (lines 66 - 74) is used within the 
passage?

In the fi nal paragraph (lines 88 - 98), the author 
uses which of the following literary techniques?

1.

2.

The main purpose of the third paragraph (line 41 - 
59) is to:

In line 21, the author of Passage 1 uses the word 
sugarcoated in order to:

 3.

 4.

UNDERLINE THE WORD OR PHRASE THAT INDICATES 
YOU’RE DEALING WITH AN AUTHOR’S VOICE OR METHOD QUESTION.

SPECIAL APPROACH FOR AUTHOR’S VOICE OR METHOD QUESTIONS:

TIPS:

KEY CHARACTERISTIC:
ASKS YOU TO DETERMINE THE 
FUNCTION OF A WORD, PHRASE, 
SENTENCE, PARAGRAPH, 
PUNCTUATION MARK, OR 
LITERARY DEVICE

Read the text surrounding the lines you’re asked about in the question.

Typically, the author attempts to support or advance his argument in one of a few ways:

provide an example  quote an expert  acknowledge a counterpoint
draw a distinction  cite a statistic   answer a critic/criticism
pose a question  ask a rhetorical question introduce a key term
appeal to logic   draw a comparison  expand the scope of the argument 

Eliminate any answer choice that contradicts or undermines the author’s main argument.  

Choose the best remaining answer.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Carefully consider the scope of the question.  Often, it is necessary to consider the action 
taken by the author in relation to his main argument.  

Do not mistake a Global Author’s Voice or Method Question for a Local Question.

Consider how the small piece you’re asked about relates to the author’s overall argument.
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Science
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Bar Charts

BAR CHARTS: 

Bar charts are a great 

tool for highlighting specific 

values, rather than trends.

THE Y-AXIS on this bar chart 

begins at zero, but be careful 

because bar charts often leave 

out part of the axis so they can 

focus more narrowly on relevant 

portion.

GROUPED DATA ON BAR CHARTS:

Remember to look at the trends 

among groups within an experiment.  

In the example to the right, the 

0 ppm group had 18 tumors of 0 - 1 

mm3, while the 500ppm group had 

only 2 of this size.

GRID LINES:

Remember that the gridlines 

are there to help you read 

and interpret the chart.
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WORK SYSTEMATICALLY: 

Begin by reading the chart left to 

right or top to bottom. This will help 

you make sure you don't miss any 

important details or relationships 

between variables.  
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COMBINATION GRAPHS:

These can be very useful, but 

they're definitely confusing at 

first glance.  

Two datasets are plotted on 

separate y-axes, one on the left 

and one on the right. 

Be sure to note which axis goes 

with which dataset!
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 Stacked Bar and Pie Charts
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     Parts of a Whole
• Elements of Stacked Bar and Pie 

charts ALWAYS add to 100% STACKED BARS:

Stacked bars show up all the time on 

the ACT, so make sure you know how 

to read them. 

In this experiment, urine accounts 

for 80% of the nitrogen in the sample, 

feces make up 10%, and greywater 

makes up the remaining 10%.
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Graphs are EVERYWHERE in the Science Reasoning Section
Take time to familiarize yourself with the diff erent graph types, their variations 
and interpretation. READ THE AXIS LABELS AND KEYS. 

Remember to mark up the graph: draw lines from the key to the data, or just write 
over the data itself. AFTER you familiarize yourself with the graph, use it to answer 
your problem.

     Parts of a Whole

Graphs are EVERYWHERE in the Science Reasoning Section
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Science Unit #4
Homework Drill #1
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Writing
(Optional)

The Optional ACT Writing Test consists of a 40-minute essay. It is administered following a 
short break at the end of the four multiple-choice tests.

According to the ACT, the Writing Test is optional, but you should keep in mind that many 
universities require applicants to submit the Writing Test as part of their ACT scores. It is 
therefore a good idea to take the Writing Test unless you’re 100% certain that none of the 
colleges you plan to apply to require the Optional ACT Writing Test.

The ACT Writing Score will not aff ect your scores on any of the other multiple-choice tests.  
Rather, you will receive two additional scores: a combined English Language Arts (ELA) scaled 
score from 1 - 36 and four Writing Test subscores from 2 - 12.

ACT writing prompts include short statements from three perspectives relating to issues 
or controversies facing modern society. You are still free to side with one of the given 
perspectives, but you’ll now be tested on your ability to evaluate the perspectives and analyze 
the issue based on your reasoning, knowledge, and experience.     
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The Official Instructions:  

Directions 
This is a test of your writing skills. You will have forty (40) minutes to read the prompt, 
plan your response, and write an essay in English. Before you begin working, read all the 
material in this test booklet carefully to understand exactly what you're being asked to do. 

You will write your essay on the lined pages in the answer document provided. Your 
writing on those pages will be scored. You may use the lined pages in this test booklet to 
plan your essay. Your work on these pages will not be scored.

Your essay will be evaluated on the evidence it provides of your ability to:

• Analyze and evaluate multiple perspectives on a complex issue

• State and develop your own perspective on the issue

• Explain and support your ideas with logical reasoning and detailed examples

• Clearly and logically organize your ideas in an essay

• Effectively communicate your ideas in standard written English

Lay your pencil down immediately when time is called.

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO.

 
LET’S BREAK THAT DOWN.

Basically, the instructions read:

1.  You’ve got 40 minutes to plan and write your essay. 

 

2.  You must take a position in your essay, evaluate the other perspectives 

you're given, and show the relationships among your position and the other 

perspectives. 

 

3.  Write legibly within the four (4) pages provided. 

 

4.  Write well.

 

 

 

On the next page, we’ll examine each instruction in greater depth.
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Understand the Instructions 
1.  You’ve got 40 minutes to plan and write your essay. 
Time is a factor! Consider the prompt carefully. Then, take a moment to plan your essay 
before you begin writing. Sketch a quick outline of your essay in space provided in test 
booklet, not the 4-page essay sheet.  Remember, this is your road map, so make it a good 
one. You want to make sure you don’t just start writing whatever comes to mind. The 
readers know that this essay is a first draft, but the more it sounds like a polished final 
draft, the better you’ll score. 
 
2.  You MUST take a position, evaluate the other perspectives you're given, and 
show the relationships among the other perspectives.
Help out the essay grader by making your thesis statement obvious. Directly address 
each of the three perspectives. Make it very clear whether you agree or disagree with 
each perspective, and don't forget to include evidence that supports your position.  
 
3.  Write legibly within the four (4) pages provided.
The good people from the ACT will provide you with four full pages on which to 
compose your essay.  All they ask in return is that you write legibly, so they can read it. 
 
4.  Write well.
According to the rubric for ACT graders, you’re being graded on four domains: 

• Ideas and Analysis

• Development and Support

• Organization

• Language Use

That said, it turns out that it’s really difficult for an ACT essay grader to quickly evaluate the 
quality of an ACT essay. That takes time. And time is one thing the readers don’t have to spare.   
As a result, they grade essays as quickly as possible, taking only about 2 minutes per essay.  
Maintaining that frantic pace can be pretty stressful, but you can make their lives easier by 
using good structure and clear transitions that help the reader to quickly understand your 
argument.

On the next page, we’ll take a look at a sample prompt from ACT.org. 
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Intelligent Machines
Many of the goods and services we depend on daily are now supplied by intelligent, automated 
machines rather than human beings. Robots build cars and other goods on assembly lines, where 
once there were human workers. Many of our phone conversations are now conducted not with 
people but with sophisticated technologies. We can now buy goods at a variety of stores without the 
help of a human cashier. Automation is generally seen as a sign of progress, but what is lost when 
we replace humans with machines? Given the accelerating variety and prevalence of intelligent 
machines, it is worth examining the implications and meaning of their presence in our lives.

Read and carefully consider these perspectives. Each suggests a particular way of thinking about the 
increasing presence of intelligent machines.

Perspective One                             Perspective Two              Perspective Three

  

Essay Task

Write a unifi ed, coherent essay in which you evaluate multiple perspectives 
on the increasing presence of intelligent machines. In your essay, be sure to:

• Analyze and evaluate the perspectives given
• State and develop your own perspective on the issue
• Explain the relationships between your perspective and those given

Your perspective may be in full agreement with any of the others, in partial 
agreement, or wholly different. Whatever the case, support your ideas with 
logical reasoning and detailed, persuasive examples.

What we lose with the 
replacement of people 
by machines is some part 
of our own humanity. 
Even our mundane 
daily encounters no 
longer require from us 
basic courtesy, respect, 
and tolerance for other 
people. 

Machines are good at 
low-skill, repetitive 
jobs, and at high-speed 
extremely precise jobs. 
In both cases they work 
better than humans. 
This effi ciency leads to 
a more prosperous and 
progressive world for 
everyone.  

Intelligent machines 
challenge our 
long-standing ideas 
about what humans are 
or can be. This is good 
because it pushes both 
humans and machines 
toward new, unimagined 
possibilities.
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Planning Your Essay

Your work on these prewriting pages will not be scored.
 
Use the space below and on the back cover to generate ideas and plan your essay. You may wish 
to consider the following as you think critically about the task:

Strengths and weaknesses of the three given perspectives
• What insights do they offer, and what do they fail to consider?
• Why might they be persuasive to others , or why might they fail to persuade?

Your own knowledge, experience, and values
• What is your perspective on the issue, and what are its strengths and weaknesses?
• How will you support your perspective in your essay?

 

Clearly, there's a
 lot to consider as you

 plan and write your 

essay! Lucky for you, we've broken the job dow
n into a short 

series of easy
-to-understand 

tasks. The most important of 

these tasks is to PLAN your essay be
fore you begin

 writing! 

 
 1.   Identify who is affected and how, including the  

  fundamental rights tha
t the issue thre

atens. 

 2.  Evaluate eac
h of the THREE perspectives on the iss

ue  

  and identify which is the strong
est, weakest, etc. 

 3.  Discuss the relation
ship among the three 

perspectives  

  and your own perspective.    

    
Over the next f

ew pages, we'll walk you through t
he best way 

to plan your re
sponse to the 

Enhanced ACT Writing prompt.

First, let's take a look at a top-scoring response
 to the prompt 

on the previous
 page. 

Ordinarily, you'd 
use this space 

to plan your es
say, but in this 

case, we've used this s
pace to 

give you some tips.  
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You may wish to remove these sample answer document pages to respond to the practice ACT Writing Test.
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PAGE 4

Please enter the
information at the 
right before beginning
the Writing Test.

Use a soft lead No. 2
pencil only. Do NOT 
use a mechanical
pencil, ink, ballpoint, or
felt-tip pen.

Print your
3-character
Test Form in
the boxes above
and fill in the
corresponding
oval at the right.

Print your 6-digit
Booklet Number
in the boxes at the 
right.

WRITING TEST BOOKLET NUMBER

Do not write in this shaded area.

WRITING TEST FORM

IM-188616-001:654321

Begin WRITING TEST here.

If you need more space, please continue on the next page.
1

14R
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    The trend toward automation, driven by 
advancements in technology, has resulted in 
fewer and fewer aspects of our lives that 
are dependent entirely on human labor. Given 
that this trend shows no sign of abating, we no 
longer face the question of how much human 
drudgery can be delegated to intelligent machines, 
but rather how much that delegation will cost us. 
There is no question that automation increases 
efficiency for producers and lowers financial 
costs for consumers. There are, of course, 
real costs associated with automation, including 
higher unemployment among unskilled workers, but 
this is a temporary problem that can easily be 
addressed through retraining programs. Opposition 
to automation is the result of our tendency to 
fixate on the imagined costs of automation while 
overlooking its life-changing benefits.  
    History has conclusively shown that the 
automation of unskilled labor has unleashed great 
prosperity in the form of increased production, 
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Do not write in this shaded area.

WRITING TEST

STOP here with the Writing Test.
4

78

18263 Preparing ACT 2012-13_5003 AAP Prep for ACT  6/8/12  9:35 AM  Page 78

material wealth, and freedom from menial tasks. 
In this regard, history validates Perspective 
Two’s claim that industrialization liberates unskilled 
workers. For example, the advent of household 
appliances like washing machines and dishwashers 
revolutionized housework in the United States 
during the 1950s. Before these devices, 
homemakers – mostly women – toiled away doing 
laundry and washing dishes many hours every 
week.  As these devices became commonplace 
in American homes, women found themselves 
with more time for leisure and part time jobs. 
This exposure to the workplace was essential 
generating support for women’s liberation 
movement, which in turn led higher employment 
among women and greater equality between men 
and women in the United States. This example 
strongly supports the claim made in Perspective 
Three: mechanization allows for “unimagined 
possibilities.” None of this societal progress would 
have been possible if women were still devoting 
large portions of their time to menial labor around 
the house. The increases in efficiency that result 
from the use of intelligent machines will no doubt 
lead to similar unforeseen benefits. 
    Perspective One alleges without evidence that 
the replacement of humans by intelligent machines 

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA.
\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

WRITING TEST

If you need more space, please continue on the next page.
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leads to a devaluing of human life, which is said to 
outweigh all the benefits of automation. In reality, 
the opposite is true. We automate precisely 
because we recognize the value of our humanity. 
Nobody replaces a human laborer with a machine 
unless there is a very good reason to do so. If 
the job being performed by a human is meaningful 
and there is no shortage resulting from the 
job being performed inefficiently, then that job 
is secure. As Perspective Two points out, we 
only seek to replace human labor when the job 
is tedious or requires super-human precision. 
Perspective Two fails to consider cases in 
which we seek to automate because a job is too 
strenuous or dangerous for a human, but in this 
case as well it is our commitment to humanity that 
drives the automation.   
   It would be not only foolish but also inhumane 
to continue employing a human to dig ditches 
or search for land mines when a backhoe or 
a robot would perform the jobs better, more 
efficiently, or more safely. Consider, once again, 
the homemakers of the 1950s. Did they suddenly 
“lose their humanity” when washing machines 
reduced their workload? They did not. Were they 
rendered obsolete? Not remotely. Should we take 
this as an example of humans being valued less 
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than washing machines? Of course not. On the 
contrary, it is quite clear that women gained a 
measure of humanity as they went from being 
valued only for their labor to being valued for 
their minds. In this example as well, it is our 
commitment to humanity that drives the move to 
automate menial labor.  
   Whether it is dishwashers freeing 
homemakers, backhoes freeing ditch-diggers, 
robots saving lives, or even self-driving cars 
freeing taxi drivers, there is no difference. 
Machines, both simple and intelligent, will no doubt 
continue to replace human labor. Even so, they 
can never replace what truly makes us human: 
our humanity. The hysteria of Perspective One 
is the result of mistaking simple mechanical labor 
for the essence of humanity. In reality, the two 
are very different. Thus, the claim that intelligent 
machines threaten our humanity is hyperbole 
based on a misunderstanding of what makes us 
human. As Perspectives Two and Three correctly 
point out, everyone benefits from the prosperity 
and liberty that invariably result from automation.
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