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Reading:                     52 Q / 65 Min 
 
 

English:                       44 Q / 35 Min 
 
 

Math (no calculator):   20 Q / 25 Min 
 
 

Math (calculator):        38 Q / 55 Min 
 
 

--                                            --      
   
 

Essay (optional):  1 Prompt / 50 Min 
 

English:                     75 Q / 45 Min 
 
 

Math (calculator):      60 Q / 60 Min 
        

 
Reading:                   40 Q / 35 Min 

 
 

--                                       --   
 
 

Science:                    40 Q / 35 Min 
 
 

Essay (optional):  1 Prompt / 40 Min 

SAT AT A GLANCE ACT AT A GLANCE 
®®



Intro: 
30 min

English: 
45 min

Math: 
60 min

Reading: 
35 min

Essay: 
 

50 min

Intro: 
30 min

Reading: 
65 min 

Writing &
Language: 

35 min

Math: 
 

55 min

Math: 
 

25 min

Science: 
35 min

(no-calculator) (calculator) (optional)

Essay: 
 

40 min
(optional)

SAT

ACT
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SAT Content Overview 
154 questions / 3 Hours = 1 min 10 seconds per question 
 
SAT's Reading & Writing sections are similar to ACT's Reading and English sections.
What's Different:  
     SAT Writing is similar to ACT English but includes charts/graphs and "science." 
     SAT Reading places greater emphasis on vocabulary, historical texts, and charts/graphs. 
 
SAT includes two Math sections, one of which does NOT allow the use of a calculator. 
     Heart of Algebra (19 Questions = 33%) 
     Problem Solving & Data Analysis (17 Questions = 29%) 
     Passport to Advanced Math (16 Questions = 28%)  
     Other (6 Questions = 10%). 
 
SAT does NOT include a "science" section but it includes questions that require students to analyze 
charts and graphs as they would on the "Science" section of the ACT. 
 
The optional Essay section requires students to analyze and respond to a piece of text.  
 
No Guessing Penalty

®   



215 questions / 2 Hours 55 min = 49 seconds per question 
 
ACT's English section is similar to similar to SAT's Writing section
What's Different:  
     ACT's English section does not include charts & graphs 
     ACT's English section questions (75) with less time per question (36-seconds per question) 
     ACT's Reading section includes time pressures that make good pacing strategies essential.  
 
ACT Math includes only one Math section and allows the use of a calculator.  
     Pre-Algebra (14 Questions = 23%) 
     Elementary Algebra (10 Questions = 17%), 
     Intermediate Algebra (9 Questions = 15%) 
     Coordinate Geometry (9 Questions = 15%) 
     Plane Geometry (14 Questions = 23%) 
     Trigonometry (4 Questions = 7%) 
 
ACT's "Science" Section requires students to analyze data (text, charts, tables, and figures) very quickly.  
The passages deal with biology, chemistry, Earth/space sciences, and physics. 
 
ACT's essay section requires students to consider a given issue, analyze three positions on that issue  
(and how they relate to one another), and then assert and support their own position on the topic.    
 
No Guessing Penalty 

ACT Content Overview ®   



SAT 
IMPORTANT: The SAT affords students
considerably more time per question on the
Reading section.  
 
65 Minutes to read 5 Passages (550-750 words
each) and answer 52 Questions (4 choices per
question). 
 
Topics Include U.S. & World Lit., History/Social
Studies, Science, History/Social Studies, and
Science. Each SAT includes one paired-passage. 
 
At least one passage will include a chart, graph, or
figure. And at least two of the questions following
that passage will refer to the information in the
chart, graph, or figure.   
 
The order of the questions roughly follows the order
of the passage. 
 
The difficulty of questions does NOT increase over
the course of a passage or the reading section.   
 

READING
® ACT®

READING
IMPORTANT: ACT Reading is a sprint! The
questions are a bit more straightforward than
those on the SAT, but the time constraints
require students to be very disciplined and
follow pacing strategies.  
 
35 Min to read 4 Passages (700-900 words
each) and answer 40 Questions (4 choices per
question). 
 
Topics Include Prose Fiction, Social Sciences,
Humanities, and Natural sciences. Each ACT
includes one paired-passage. 
 
Passages do NOT include charts or graphs.  
 
Questions do NOT follow the order of the
passage. 
 
The difficulty of questions does NOT increase
over the course of the reading section; however,
many students do run out of time near the end
of the test. 
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Question #4 is a type of question that could appear on
either the SAT or ACT. It requires students to understand  
a piece of information presented in the passage.  
 
Question #5 is a type of question that only appears on 
the SAT. This question requires students to cite evidence  
that justifies their answer to the previous question. 

ACT®

Readingvs. 



SAT 
IMPORTANT: The SAT Writing & Language
section gives students about 48-seconds per
question.   
 
35 minutes to complete 44 questions based on 4
passages. Each passage has 11 questions. Each
question includes 4 answer choices.   
 
Topics of the passages include History/Social
Studies, Science, Humanities, and "Careers." Style
and Tone of the passages range from informative
to narrative nonfiction.  
 
Questions are "anchored" within the passage by
question numbers and underlined text. 
 
Students are tested on concepts relating to 
     Standard English Conventions: 
          grammar, punctuation, and word usage 
     Expression of Ideas: 
          development, organization, and effective use  
          of language 
 
At least one SAT Writing & Language passage will
include a chart and two questions will reference it.

® ACT®

ENGLISH
IMPORTANT: The ACT English section affords
students about 36-seconds per question, that's
25% less than the SAT's W&L section.  
 
45 minutes to complete 75 questions based on
five passages. Each question includes 4 answer
choices. The passages are written to simulate
typical high-school level writing.  
 
Topics of the passages include personal
narratives, biographies of inventors and artists,
and accounts of historical events and their
significance. 
 
Questions are "anchored" within the passage by
question numbers and underlined text. 
 
ACT uses different terminology but tests
students on essentially the same concepts (ex:
Conventions of Standard English). 
 
ACT English passages do NOT include charts or
graphs. 

WRITING & 
LANGUAGE
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Question #1 is a type of question is a type of question
that could only appear on the SAT because it references
a chart or graph. 
 
 
 
Question #2 is a type of question that could appear on
either the SAT or ACT because it asks students to
choose the appropriate conjunctive adverb to link ideas
within the paragraph.  
 
 
 
Question #3 is a type of question that could appear on
either the SAT or ACT because it tests students on the
usage of punctuation (colons, semicolons, commas, and
apostrophes).   
 
 
 
Question #4 is a type of question that could appear on
either the SAT or ACT because it asks students to modify
the order of the sentences in the paragraph to improve
the clarity or flow of the paragraph.  

ACT® Writing & 
Languagevs. / English



SAT 
IMPORTANT: The SAT Math is divided into two
parts, section 3 and section 4 of the test. Section 3
does NOT allow the use of a calculator. SAT Math
questions feature FOUR answer choices.  
 
SAT Math also includes "grid-in" style questions,
which require students to come up with an answer
without the benefit of answer choices.  
 
Section 1: Calculator is NOT permitted,  
25 minutes, 20 questions (20 MC, 5 "grid-in") 
 
Section 2: Calculator is permitted, 
55 minutes, 38 questions (30 MC, 8 "grid-in") 
 
SAT places greater emphasis on Algebra I, Algebra
II, and Data Analysis. 
 
The difficulty of questions increases from easy to
difficult TWICE over the course of each SAT Math
section. It starts out easy and becomes more
difficult until the last multiple-choice question. Then
the difficulty resets and increases from easy to
difficult within the "grid-in" portion of the section.

® ACT®

MATH
IMPORTANT: The ACT Math section is the
second section of the test so students complete
ACT's Math section earlier in the test than they
would the SAT Math section. 
 
ACT allows the use of an approved calculator on
all Math questions. 
 
Students are given 60 minutes to complete 60
multiple-choice style Math questions, each of
which includes FIVE answer choices, which
reduces the probability that students will "guess"
correctly. 
 
ACT covers a wider range of math concepts but
does not require a deep understanding of each
concept.  
 
Generally speaking, the difficulty of questions
increases over the course of the ACT Math
section. However, because the value of each
question is the same students MUST decide
whether each question is one they can answer  
quickly and correctly. If not, guess and move on.

MATH



SAT ®

The above question is more typical of the SAT. It
does not allow the use of a calculator. It requires
data analysis, which is emphasized more on the
SAT. It also includes unnecessary text in the
question stem. The problem requires multiple
steps to solve: (1) extract information from a table
and (2) use that information to calculate the
probability of an event. 

ACT®

vs. Math

The above question is more typical of the ACT. It has
FIVE answer choices and allows the use of a calculator. 
Also, it deals with geometry, which is emphasized to a
greater degree on the ACT.  
 
NOTE: ACT's wider breadth of content should steer
how students prepare for the exam. For example,
because ACT features more Geometry problems on
each test, it can include a wider variety of Geometry
problems on the same test. Thus, studying problem
archetypes in preparation for the ACT is less effective
than doing so in preparation for the SAT.    



SAT 
IMPORTANT: SAT does not feature a Science
Section, but there's still some science on the SAT.
These questions occur throughout the test and are
generally not as complex as those on the ACT
Science section. SAT Science does NOT require
students to apply any of the concepts they've
learned in their high school science classes.  

® ACT®

SCIENCE
IMPORTANT: The ACT Science section is the
fourth and final multiple-choice section of the ACT.
It features the most demanding time constraints
and induces the most stress of any section on the
ACT or SAT. Accordingly, a good pacing strategy
and lots of practice are essential. 
 
ACT Science measures interpretation, analysis,
evaluation, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. It
requires almost NO scientific knowledge beyond
the absolute basics (ex. You should know that the
volume and temperature of a gas are directly
correlated.) 
 
Much of the difficulty on the ACT Science test
comes from its HEAVY use of scientific language
and unnecessary information. The answers to
questions are often stated directly in the text or
within complicated-looking charts, tables, and
figures.  
 
The secret to doing well on the ACT Science
section is to practice extensively ahead of time.
Focus on reading, data analysis, and pacing. 

SCIENCE



ACT®

Science

Question #4 requires the student to (1) analyze the
figure and (2) choose the answer choice that creates
a true statement.



Equiva
lent T

est
 S

core
s

ACT  Score

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

12 36 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 

S
A

T
  
 S

c
o

re

Score pairs (ACT®, SAT®) plotted in the dark blue
indicate the student may perform better on the ACT®. 

'17 Avg. SAT®  Score: 1060
'1

7 
A

vg
. A

C
T®

  S
co

re
: 2

1.
0

Score pairs (ACT®, SAT®) plotted in the light blue region  
indicate that the student may perform better on the SAT®.  

Score pairs 
(ACT®, S

AT®) p
lotted in the gray re

gion su
ggest

that th
e stu

dent w
ill p

erfo
rm

 about th
e sa

me on each test.

SAT® is a trademark owned by the College Board, which 
 is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.

ACT® is a trademark owned by ACT, which is not 
 affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.

®

®

®



SAT 
 

 Possible Scores range from 400 - 1600 
 
 

2017 Average SAT Scores 
     

 EBRW:    533    
     Math:    527    
     Total:  1060    

 
 

Don't bother digging into the details of the
SAT® Score Report. Most of it is not at all
actionable for a test prep student or tutor. 

 
Percentile Scores 

99th Percentile: 1530  
90th Percentile: 1320  
75th Percentile: 1190  
50th Percentile: 1060  
25th Percentile:   910  

 
Source: www.sat.org  

What do your                          Scores Mean? ACT
 
Possible Scores range from 11 to 36 
 
 
2016 Average ACT Scores  
   English:         20.3 
   Math:             20.7 
   Reading:        21.4 
   Science:         21.0 
   Composite:   21.0 
 
Don't bother digging into the details of the
ACT® Score Report. Most of it is not at all
actionable for a test prep student or tutor. 
 
Percentile Scores 
99th Percentile: 34 
90th Percentile: 29 
75th Percentile: 25 
50th Percentile: 20  
25th Percentile: 17 
 
Source: www.act.org 

What do your                          Scores Mean?

® ®
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SAT 
Enjoy reading in your spare time. 
 
Frequently understand what you're reading without
having to re-read it. 
 
Have little difficulty using the context to determine the
meaning of vocabulary words in complex texts. 
 
Are easily stressed out by time limits for tests or tasks. 
 
Would rather write an essay critiquing someone else's
argument than craft an argument of your own. 
 
Do NOT rely heavily on your calculator. 
 
Have a thorough understanding of Algebra I and II
and/or a shallow understanding of Trigonometry and
Geometry. 
 
Hate "science" in all of its forms. 
 
Consider yourself an analytical thinker. 
 
Enjoy logic puzzles and problem-solving. 
 
Quickly understand charts, tables, and graphs.

Take the                     if you... ACTTake the                      if you...

Do NOT enjoy reading in your spare time 
 
Frequently need to re-read text to understand it. 
 
Have some difficulty using the context of the text to
determine the meaning of vocabulary words in
complex texts. 
 
Are NOT stressed out by time limits for tests or tasks. 
 
Would rather make and support your own argument
when writing an essay than analyze someone else's. 
 
Hate the idea of doing math without your calculator. 
 
Have a broad understanding of high school math
and/or a less-than-perfect understanding of Algebra I
and Algebra II.   
 
Enjoy "science" in all of its forms. 
 
Consider yourself more "book-smart" than analytical. 
 
Do NOT enjoy logic puzzles and problem-solving. 
 
Require time to understand charts, tables, and graphs.

® ®



SAT Test Dates ACT Test Dates
® ®

Sept 08, 2018 

Oct 27, 2018 

Dec 08, 2018 

Feb 09, 2019 

Apr 13, 2019 

Jun 08, 2019 

Jul 13, 2019

Aug 25, 2018 

Oct 06, 2018 

Nov 03, 2018 

Dec 01, 2018 

Mar 09, 2019 

May 04, 2019 

Jun 01, 2019 
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